Delivery of primary neurosurgical care in developing countries--scope for mutual cooperation.
As with other specialized services there is an ever increasing gap in neurosurgical care between developed and developing countries. The need for neurosurgery has always been present in developing countries, but the recent introduction of computed tomography has identified many previously undetected cases, increasing the number of patients seeking treatment. However, developing countries suffer severe shortages of trained manpower, proper equipment, and expertise to initiate the services to meet this demand. In contrast, some developed nations are experiencing a surplus of neurosurgeons leading to problems in case exposure. A well-designed cooperative project between these countries can answer some of these problems, becoming an ideal example of mutual benefit.